
I SUBMITTED MY APPLICATION. 
NOW WHAT?

Look for an email confirming your letter of recommendation is submitted.
Thank your recommender for taking the time to support you!
Wait patiently. The review team is working diligently behind the scenes to
read every application. Successful applicants will hear by April 30. 
Remember, Service Scholars must attend a mandatory conference June 24-
28, 2026 in Washington, D.C. 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR THE SCHOLARSHIP?
STUDENTS WHO ARE:

KEY INTO PUBLIC SERVICE
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT SHOULD I KEEP IN MIND FOR MY
SHORT ANSWER AND ESSAY RESPONSES?

PBK.ORG/SERVICESCHOLARSAPP

Attending a Phi Beta Kappa chapter institution or affiliated institution listed in the
application dropdown. 
Majoring in arts, humanities, mathematics, natural sciences, or social sciences
Earning an overall GPA of 3.5 or higher
Planning to graduate between Fall/Winter 2026 and Spring 2028
Seeking career opportunities in local, state, and federal government

Make it about you: Reviewers want to know who you are—your values,
experiences, and goals. Focus on why the arts and sciences matter to you.
Be thoughtful: Draft, revise, and trim. Focus on clarity and completeness.
There’s no need to reach the word limit. 
Polish it: Check spelling and grammar before you submit.

https://www.pbk.org/chapters-associations/chapter-directory

